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“Once in a generation a new way of thinking disrupts the workings of an established 
industry. EQUI is that disruptor in venture capital investing.

EQUI brings venture capital investing into the modern technological era. It allows 
individuals to combine forces and participate in an investment sector that has traditionally 
been the preserve of institutions and ultra-high net worth individuals. By issuing our 
EQUI token, built on the Ethereum platform, we are providing a token of real utility value. 
The token allows individuals to adopt three strategies; they can trade the token, hold  
the token on the EQUI platform, or reap premium rewards by using it to invest in the 
investment opportunities that EQUI supports. With the latter strategy, 75% of the net 
realised profits on an investment are returned to the token holders who invest. 

For 30 years, I have invested in companies; many of which have been early phase or 
start up. Through Aston Ventures, my team of investment professionals has extensive 
experience in identifying good opportunities and we have a demonstrable track record 
of delivering outstanding returns. Equally important, we have strong access to deal flow 
and the investment market generally.

EQUI is set to be a game changer in venture capital. Through EQUI, non-industry 
professionals now have the chance to back the next hot investment opportunity that 
most get to hear about in the media after the event. It’s a chance to be in at the ground 
level on a powerful new investment movement.

This is why I am excited about bringing this ICO to market. EQUI for me represents the 
final evolution of a lifetime’s work spent in the industry.”

Doug Barrowman
Lead Founder – EQUI
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EQUI is the exciting unification of a new cryptocurrency with an innovative investment 
platform. Built on Ethereum Blockchain technology, EQUI is set to disrupt the traditional 
venture investment market empowering the crypto community to join the next generation 
of venture capital investors. 
 
EQUI will source high-calibre investment opportunities in real world assets, next 
generation technology companies, and ventures with the capability of revolutionising 
markets. EQUI will champion innovators and support them by providing extensive 
business knowledge, guidance and insight to enable their venture to flourish.

On launch, EQUI participants will own tokens that can be traded on exchanges akin 
to any cryptocurrency. The ICO will enable the development of our EQUI platform, 
which will showcase the investment opportunities. EQUItoken owners will have the 
option to transfer their tokens to the EQUI platiform, allowing them to back emerging 
entrepreneurial companies, and potentially benefit from great investment returns and 
rewards. 

EQUI seeks to reward participants who share our vision, offering 75% net returns to 
those who invest their EQUItokens in underlying investment projects showcased on the 
EQUI platform. In addition, bonus tokens will be issued via a loyalty program to those that 
have tokens held or invested on the platform.
 
Established and led by a team of successful entrepreneurs, EQUI will provide a portal for 
the investment world to support the innovators of tomorrow in realising their business 
ambitions and making their mark on the future.

Executive Summary

TOKEN NAME:  
ICO OPENS:  
TOKEN SUPPLY:  
TOKEN PRICE:  

EQUI 
1 March 2018

250million
$0.50
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Market Backdrop

Blockchain 
 
Venture Capital

Transforming
Venture Capital
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Blockchain technology is a transparent digital ledger of transactions and records that 
are immune to change or deletion. Offering additional traits of increased security, lower 
costs, time efficiency, and error resistance, blockchain has seen a rapid rise in interest 
during 2017. The utility of blockchain technology is limitless, sparking the growing list of 
companies, industries, and governments exploring its potential adoption.
 
Cryptocurrency, otherwise known as digital currency or digital money, has played a 
significant part in the scaling knowledge of blockchain. Cryptocurrencies are virtual 
currencies which use blockchain technology – they hold no physical attributes and exist 
solely in digital form.
 
Bitcoin is widely regarded as the public face of blockchain and virtual currencies, seeing 
a rise in value of over 39,500% in the last 5 years. Bitcoin has grown as a tradeable asset 
and it is estimated that over 6 million people hold Bitcoin as a digital asset and over 
100,000 vendors worldwide now accept Bitcoin as payment for goods and services. 
Other digital currencies have followed Bitcoin with over 1,500 cryptocurrencies in 
circulation – some are designed to further the advances in blockchain technology and 
others to provide financing for individual objectives. Bitcoin and Ethereum are leaders in 
terms of market share, and account for almost 60% of a $486 billion market.

This increased understanding and awareness of blockchain technology, the rise of 
Bitcoin as a tradable asset, and the growth of the network and the advancement of the 
technological infrastructure have all contributed to an escalating number of financial 
institutions announcing plans to invest and develop in this sector.
 
Recent years have seen the rise of the Initial Coin Offering (ICO), where a company 
creates a unique cryptocurrency that is tethered to their product, service or blockchain 

venture and offers their currency for sale to the public. During 2017, this meteoric rise 
of the ICO has grown to surpass the volume of funds generated by the traditional fund 
raising process of Initial Public Offerings (IPO). This increasing trend not only makes ICOs 
a challenger to IPOs, but quite possibly a successor.

The current commerce and finance market is evolving, technology is advancing, and 
minds are opening to new opportunities. Blockchain, cryptocurrencies, and ICOs have 
demonstrated that they very much intend to revolutionise the world as it is today.

MARKET STATISTICS (as at 01 February 2018)

Blockchain Technology

No of Cryptocurrencies: 1,506
Market Capitalisation: $486.7bn
24 Hour Trading Volume: $22.5bn
2017 ICO Funds Raised: $3.7bn
2017 IPO Funds Raised: $637mn (Q1-Q3)

Bitcoin
Market Capitalisation: $162.8bn
24 Hour Trading Volume: $7.6bn
Price (01/02/11): $1.76
Price (01/02/18): $9,667.18

Ethereum
Market Capitalisation: $109.3bn
24 Hour Trading Volume: $9.5bn
Price (01/02/16): $0.99
Price (01/02/18): $1,361.21
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Venture capital is a form of financing that is provided by individuals, firms, or institutions to 
small, early-stage, emerging companies that are deemed to have high growth potential 
but don’t have access to equity markets. Such investments are generally classified as 
higher risk as the companies are less developed, and capital invested is often illiquid. 
However, when the right ventures are selected, these companies are capable of 
providing impressive returns. 
 
There are different stages of venture capital investment:

Venture Capital

Within the venture capital space, the two most typically used structures are equity and 
convertible debt. Equity is the issuing of common stock or preferred stock. Once invested, 
equity is owned outright until some type of sale or liquidity event of the company. Unlike 
debt, equity does not require repayment but is invested in return for a percentage stake 
in the company.

Convertible debt is a loan which gives the holder an option to convert into equity. In 
the event this option is not exercised, the loan will become repayable at some stage. 
However, it is common practice for sophisticated investors to treat their loan investment 
akin to an equity stake.

EQUI will be the gateway for a wider audience to participate in venture capital investment 
opportunities.

All investments carry risk. The value of your investments can go down as well as up, 
so you could get back less than you invested.

Seed stage

The first external 
investment that 
helps get a company 
off the ground.

Early stage

Investment provided 
to a company that 
has successfully 
proven its concept, 
in order to accelerate 
their sales and 
marketing efforts.

Growth stage/Series A/ B

Further rounds to provide 
additional financial support 
to grow the venture to its 
next stage of development
usually through an 
enhanced sales and 
marketing strategy.
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“EQUI provides entrepreneurs with both financial backing and a support network to 
ensure that any investment opportunity is maximised. As a successful entrepreneur 
myself, I know how hard it is to succeed in business.
 
Using blockchain technology, EQUI is seeking to find the next generation of successful 
entrepreneurs and to build the business success stories of tomorrow, primarily in the 
areas of tech and blockchain opportunities.

We will source the best investment opportunities in real world assets.  EQUI will champion 
innovators and support them by providing extensive business knowledge and support, 
enabling businesses to reach their full potential.

Great entrepreneurs can build great companies when they have access to the EQUI 
platform. This is what excites me about EQUI. Together, we can make a real difference.”

Baroness Mone of Mayfair, OBE
Co-founder - EQUI
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Opportunity

Vision 
 
Proposition 
 
Investment Returns

Transforming
Venture Capital
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Blockchain technology is revolutionising the world, both in business and how we interact 
with each other. Utilising this technology and combining it with traditional venture capital 
investment models, EQUI is an innovative offering that will disrupt conventional thinking 
in this space.

Backed by a board of successful and visionary entrepreneurs, EQUI harnesses a vast 
global network to identify exciting ventures that will excel from the injection of not just 
finance but also operational and strategic expertise. EQUI is supported by a team of 
established and proven individuals who have experienced success in their field of 
expertise. This team of individuals will evaluate all investment opportunities to offer a 
carefully selected portfolio for our investors to consider.
 
The focus for selection places an emphasis on technological advances and early stage 
ventures that address a significant market opportunity and offer the potential to grow 
into market leaders. Consideration will also be given to ventures that would benefit from 
the involvement of an expanded team, as well as a capital injection, in order to achieve 
accelerated growth. In time, a meaningful allocation of the investment portfolio will be 
deployed into ventures that have scalable ideas through utilising blockchain technology.
 
The EQUI team will provide ongoing mentorship, resources, operational support and 
strategic advice to enable these ambitious companies to grow and succeed. This 
invaluable input will help to transform great ideas into reality, with the potential of 
generating high investment returns.
 
Our vision will be delivered through the EQUI investment platform, which will showcase 
evaluated opportunities. EQUItoken owners will have the ability to transfer their tokens 
onto the EQUI platform. Once on the platform, participants can use their EQUItokens to 
back projects and receive 75% of net profits realised on exit. 

Vision

“EQUI will be a game changer in the venture capital world. Drawing 
together a highly experienced and knowledgeable team we will harness 
the power of blockchain technology to make exciting investment 
opportunities available to the cryptocurrency community.” 

Mark Pearson
EQUI Advisory Board Member
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EQUI is a utility token that will enable access to the EQUI investment platform once 
developed. All qualifying participants will be able to transfer their tokens to the platform 
and access an evolving selection of investment projects. 

EQUI’s unique reward structure is weighted towards providing enhanced returns to those 
who share our vision and objectives in supporting the next generation of entrepreneurial 
success.

The EQUI proposition offers participants both flexibility and control in the making of
investment decisions. EQUItokens can be bought for various reasons:

Proposition

Participants may choose to apply their tokens in all, or any, of these ways.

All showcased projects will have been assessed and evaluated by the EQUI Investment 
Team prior to publication.

75% of net profits* are returned to Investors. The remaining 25% goes to the EQUI 
Investment Team as a performance reward. This structure has been designed to ensure 
that the interests of all parties remain aligned at all times thereby deriving maximum 
value for all stakeholders.

* Net profit is defined as exit value less cost of investment after 3% pa Fund Manager’s fees based on invested 

funds.

Investors

Holders

Traders

Investors are those participants who commit EQUItokens to 
the EQUI platform and apply their tokens to projects. The level 
of commitment is completely flexible and is determined by the 
investor’s appetite in a particular project. Investors will receive 
75% (pro-rata) of the net profits* generated from projects they 
invest in.

As a further reward mechanism, Investors will participate in the 
EQUItoken loyalty program. This will involve the transfer of bonus 
tokens annually to Investors and Holders.

EQUItokens applied to an investment will be sold to raise fiat 
currency. The rate of exchange will be fixed at the market rate on 
the day of investment. On sale of the investment, returns will be 
made in ETH to the Investor’s EQUI wallet.

Holders are those participants who transfer their EQUItokens to 
the EQUI platform but have yet to commit their tokens to projects. 
Holders will participate in the EQUI loyalty program, so long as 
their tokens remain on the EQUI platform. 

Traders are participants whose EQUItokens sit outside of 
the EQUI platform. They have no access to the investment 
opportunities or the EQUI loyalty program and benefit only from 
any enhancement in the token price. A Trader can decide to 
move EQUItokens back onto the EQUI platform for investment or 
to hold in their EQUI wallet.
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Summary of Investment Strategies & Returns

EQUI Platform Exchanges

3% pa
EQUI Management Fee

25%
EQUI Capital

Access to EQUItoken
loyalty program

75%
Investors

Holders Investors Traders

Profits

Investments Withdraw
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POTENTIAL BENEFIT Holders Investors Traders

Token Value Increase

Project Investments and Returns

EQUItoken Loyalty Rewards

Summary of Investment Strategies & Returns
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Investors who transfer their EQUItokens to the EQUI platform and commit to investment 
opportunities will benefit from 75% (pro-rata) of the net profits* generated from that 
invested project. There is no limit as to how many projects a participant can invest in - 
they can choose to invest in all projects showcased on the platform, or a selection that 
are of particular interest. Participants will have flexibility in the projects that they invest 
in and also with regards to the value they choose to invest, enabling complete control 
over investment decisions. This approach provides Investors with an ability to create a 
diversified portfolio of investment stakes representative of their interests and views. 

* Net profit is defined as exit value less cost of investment after 3% pa Fund Manager’s fees based on invested 

funds.

Investor Returns

ILLUSTRATION:
Simon is an EQUI Investor who buys 400,000 EQUItokens in the ICO 
at $0.50 per token. He fully invests his EQUItokens into a selection of 
projects on the EQUI Platform. After 2 years these projects mature and 
yield a 50% gross profit:

Investment Return:
Original Investment    
Sale Proceeds   
Gross Profit                                                       
Net Profit (after management fees)         

Simon’s Return:
Return of Original Capital                                                 
Net Profit Share (75%)*                                         

TOTAL RETURN                                                    

Plus:
EQUItoken Loyalty Reward Tokens                                            
* returns payable in Ethereum

$200,000
$300,000
$100,000
$88,000

$200,000
$66,000

$266,000

20,000

EQUI Platform

Access to EQUItoken
loyalty program

75%
Investors

Investors

Profits*

Investments

3% pa
EQUI Management Fee

As an added reward for Investors, they may receive additional EQUItokens through 
the EQUI loyalty program. In the below example Simon receives a reward of 20,000 
EQUItokens, 5% of the 400,000 EQUItokens invested. The token rewards are sourced 
from the yearly 5% increase in the EQUItoken supply. Upon issue, EQUItokens are stored 
in the EQUI Capital treasury account. The EQUI Capital team may distribute these tokens 
at their discretion for loyalty promotion purposes.
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Holder Returns

Holders are individuals who have transferred their tokens to the EQUI platform, but are yet 
to commit to investment opportunities, or have a balance of tokens that are uninvested.

EQUI Platform

Holders

Access to
EQUItoken loyalty program

Trader Returns

Traders represent EQUItokens that are outside of the EQUI platform. They only benefit 
from enhancements in the EQUItoken price and do not profit from the EQUI reward 
mechanisms.

Traders

Withdraw

Exchanges
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EQUI Token Distribution & ICO

Tokens & ICO 
 
Token Distribution 
 
Accepted Payments 
 
Unsold Tokens 
 
Use of Proceeds

Transforming
Venture Capital
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Tokens & ICO

EQUI is launching an ICO for early adopters who wish to support our vision. Our token 
sale will enable the acceleration of technical development and all other aspects of the 
business, including infrastructure and additional personnel.
 
A pre-sale will run from 1 March to 15 March 2018. A minimum investment level of 
$100,000 is required to participate in the pre-sale.
 
The public ICO will run from 15 March to 12 April 2018. A minimum investment level 
of $100 will apply to the public ICO, subject to participants complying with regulatory 
guidelines outlined on our website.

ASSET NAME:                                 
EQUI

TOTAL TOKEN SUPPLY:                  
250 million EQUItokens

PRICE IN USD:  
$0.50

PAYABLE IN:
Bitcoins (BTC), Ether (ETH),
Litecoins (LTC), Ripple (XRP)

STAGE OPENS CLOSES BONUS

Pre-Sale 1 March 2018 15 March 2018 25% Bonus

Public ICO

15 March 2018 22 March 2018 15% Bonus

22 March 2018 29 March 2018 5% Bonus

29 March 2018 12 April 2018 0% Bonus

Bonus incentives are provided to early adopters. The table below sets out the timetable for the launch of the ICO:

All opening times are 12:00 hours GMT
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Token Distribution

The distribution of EQUItokens focuses on creating long term value for investors:

65% of the tokens will be made available to the public via the pre-sale and ICO 
process.

12% will be distributed to the EQUI Founders, subject to a six month lock-in period.

15% will be distributed to the EQUI Team, quarterly, over a two year period, subject to  
a six month lock-in period.

6% will be distributed to the Advisory Board quarterly, over a two year period, subject 
to a six month lock-in period.

2% will be available for Bounty Rewards.  

Public/Token Sale
Founders
EQUI Team
Advisors
ICO Bounty Rewards

65%
 12%
15%
6%
2%

Accepted payments for the presale are USD, GBP, EUR and Bitcoins. In the public ICO, 
EQUI can be purchased only with Bitcoins (BTC), Ether (ETH), Litecoins (LTC), and Ripple 
(XRP). The base cryptocurrency will be Ether. Other cryptocurrencies will be exchanged 
via the Shapeshift API.

Accepted Payments

•

•

•

•

•

Unsold Tokens

Should any of the tokens allocated for public sale remain unsold at the end of the ICO, 
50% will be distributed to the ICO participants on a pro-rata basis. The remaining 50% 
will be distributed back to EQUI and will be used to support future investment projects. 
This structure protects the investor by allowing only those who participate in the ICO to 
receive the upside of free tokens, helping control price speculation.

Future Token Supply

Each year the token supply will increase by 5%. This is to facilitate the EQUItoken loyalty 
program.  
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ICO Funding Distribution

A larger ICO raise would enable EQUI to accelerate growth within the business. This would 
include solidifying infrastructure to support growth and provide the resources required to 
mentor and support a larger number of investment projects. 

We would be able to expand the core team to bring in additional skill sets and experiences 
to target specialised sectors for projects. We would also be able to expand the pace of 
development, allowing a quicker delivery of the platform, mobile applications and to 
implement advancements and additional features.

ILLUSTRATION ONE:
Raise
Platform Development
Salaries & Recruitment
Marketing
Operational Costs
Legal & Compliance
Hardware and Fixed Assets
Surplus Funds

$     5,000,000
$       2,500,000
$           750,000
$           750,000
$          400,000
$           350,000
$           250,000
$                  -

50%
15%
15%
8%
7%
5%

ILLUSTRATION TWO:
Raise
Platform Development
Salaries & Recruitment
Marketing
Operational Costs
Legal & Compliance
Hardware and Fixed Assets
Surplus Funds

$     10,000,000
$         2,750,000

   $        2,000,000
$         1,000,000
$           600,000
$           500,000
$           300,000

$       2,850,000

27.5%
20%
10%
6%
5%
3%

28.5%

A larger fund raise also reduces the impact of some of the minimum benchmark costs in 
addition to reducing the requirement in other areas as well as creating surplus funds within 
the business used to support the long-term value of the EQUItoken.

Platform Development
Salaries and Recruitment
Marketing
Rent and Head Office Costs
Legal and Compliance
Hardware and Fixed Assets

50%
15%
15%
8%
7%
5%

Platform Development
Salaries and Recruitment
Marketing
Rent and Head Office Costs
Legal and Compliance
Hardware and Fixed Assets
Surplus Funds

27.5%
20%
10%
6%
5%
3%

28.5%
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ILLUSTRATION THREE:
Raise
Platform Development
Salaries & Recruitment
Marketing
Operational Costs
Legal & Compliance
Hardware and Fixed Assets
Surplus Funds

$     40,000,000
$         4,000,000
$         4,000,000
$            900,000
$            800,000
$          1,200,000
$             640,000
$           28,460,000

10%
10%

2.25%
2%
3%

1.6%
71.15%

ILLUSTRATION FOUR:
Raise
Platform Development
Salaries & Recruitment
Marketing
Operational Costs
Legal & Compliance
Hardware and Fixed Assets
Surplus Funds

$     80,000,000
$          4,000,000

   $          5,600,000
$              750,000
$           1,040,000
$          2,400,000
$             800,000
$       65,410,000

5%
7%

0.94%
1.30%

3%
1%

81.76%

Platform Development
Salaries and Recruitment
Marketing
Rent and Head Office Costs
Legal and Compliance
Hardware and Fixed Assets
Surplus Funds

10%
10%

2.25%
2%
3%

1.60%
71.15%

Platform Development
Salaries and Recruitment
Marketing
Rent and Head Office Costs
Legal and Compliance
Hardware and Fixed Assets
Surplus Funds

5%
7%

0.94%
1.30%

3%
1%

81.76%
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HARDWARE & FIXED ASSETS
This refers to all hardware and fixtures required to support the operations and would 
increase as the EQUI business grows.

SURPLUS FUNDS
EQUI will use any surplus capital raised in the ICO to support and sustain the growth 
of EQUI. No money will be taken out of EQUI from the raise, and all funds will stay on 
the company balance sheet. Surplus capital can be used to invest in platform projects. 
This would be alongside, but completely separate to, amounts raised on the platform, 
from EQUI token participants. Investors in the platform will always have first opportunity 
to invest in projects, but surplus funds will allow EQUI to top up funding for projects 
and also get access to larger deals. EQUI aims to be the frontrunner in this venture 
market. Longevity, sustainable growth, exemplary mentoring teams and technological 
advancements are all key to our collective success. Surplus funds will be used to further 
these aims as and when required.

PLATFORM DEVELOPMENT
The minimum requirement we envisage for platform development is $2.5m. However, 
as illustrated in the scaling charts on the previous pages, it is envisaged a maximum 
of $4m would allow EQUI to deliver the platform objectives outlined in our Roadmap. 
This amount does not account for the adaption of blockchain advancements or further 
technological introductions, and any such enhancements would be funded by EQUI.

SALARIES & RECRUITMENT
A larger fund raise would enable the objectives outlined in the overview. Investment 
advisors, support co-ordinators and technical analysts all heavily underpin the value 
within the EQUI proposition. To support a larger investment portfolio proficiently, the core 
EQUI team would also need to grow.

MARKETING
Effective marketing is fundamental in achieving sustainable growth and longevity for the 
EQUI platform. The requirement of which reduces as the ICO raise increases.

OPERATIONAL COSTS
Operational foundations have already been implemented by EQUI, and this would grow 
proportionally in line with growth in staff and resources required to support a larger 
business. These include all operating expenses including rents, utilities, travel and 
expenses.

LEGAL & COMPLIANCE
All projects EQUI deployed to the platform will require legal due diligence prior to 
being showcased. This would be in addition to the legal requirement in transacting the 
investment deal. With a larger portfolio of deals, legal costs would naturally be higher. 
EQUI is dedicated to remain compliant in all transactions. With regulatory requirements 
offering a moving landscape at present, it is imperative that EQUI makes investment in 
this area.
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EQUI Platform

User registration
KYC validation
Project investment
Fund deposit, withdraw and storage

APPLICATION LAYER 
REACT.JS

Project criteria profile
Investor investment records

DATABASE LAYER
NODE.JS POSTGRES

ETHEREUM BLOCKCHAIN

User profile information
Ethereum transaction hashes 
for investment operations

Transforming
Venture Capital
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EQUItokens

PLATFORM LAUNCHED - TRADERS
Subject to continued KYC compliance,  owners of EQUItokens may at any point place 
them on the EQUI platform on the same basis as described above.

SUMMARY
None of the EQUItokens on independent exchanges are in any way related to the 
investments on the EQUI platform. EQUI is not a security token itself; it is merely a 
blockchain facilitator.

Uninvested EQUItokens can be freely taken off the EQUI platform.

EQUItokens on the EQUI platform will be subject to the terms and conditions of the 
platform. 

POST-ICO – PRE-PLATFORM DEVELOPMENT
Following the ICO, acquired EQUItokens will be distributed to participants into their EQUI 
wallets. Until the EQUI platform is fully developed and projects selected, participants will 
only have the option to remove the tokens from their wallets and trade on independent 
exchanges, akin to any cryptocurrency.

PLATFORM LAUNCHED - INVESTORS
Once the EQUI platform has been completed and projects have been selected, if 
participants want to use some or all of their tokens on the platform to invest, they will 
enter into a smart contract which will dedicate EQUItokens to a project. The EQUItokens 
applied to projects will be sold to raise fiat currency at the prevailing market rate, which 
will be invested in a project. Participants will not acquire a share or similar security in the 
project. Rights will be contractual. Participants will not be able to transfer those rights; the 
contract will lock participants into the investment until maturity. When the project realises 
value on sale or exit, 75% of the net profit will be returned to EQUI wallets in ETH.

PLATFORM LAUNCHED - HOLDERS
If participants choose to hold EQUItokens on the EQUI platform, they will have access 
to the EQUI loyalty program. Participants may not transfer those EQUItokens to a third 
party but they may withdraw them from the platform and use them to trade on third party 
exchanges, relinquishing all rights to the EQUI loyalty program. For the avoidance of 
doubt, no trading can take place from the EQUI platform. 
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EQUI will utilise the established Ethereum blockchain to process and store credentials, 
information and transactions, including the acquisition of project stakes, distribution 
of profits, deployment of investment returns and investor rewards. The use of Smart 
Contracts, written in Solidity and compiled for Ethereum Virtual Machine, ensures 
security, reliability and transparency for all EQUI participants.

The EQUItoken is a standard ERC20 token that is designed solely for use on the EQUI 
platform. It enables users to participate in EQUI investment projects. If the participant 
wishes to hold on to the token it can be stored securely on the EQUI platform for future 
investments or traded through public exchanges.
 
EQUI is a web based application that is accessed through any compatible web 
browser. Following the ICO, the platform will be fully developed using the funds raised. 
It will be user friendly, aesthetically pleasing and provide all relevant information for an 
investor to plan their investments and review their portfolio.

REGISTRATION
The participant will complete the Know Your Customer (KYC) process to validate their 
eligibility to use the platform. Once this is successfully completed an EQUI profile is 
created with a unique Ethereum wallet, which provides the facility to deposit EQUItokens 
acquired.

PROJECT INVESTMENT
Each project showcased on the Platform will be stored using a set of Smart Contracts 
that holds all information relating to the project, including estimated project maturity, 
targets and caps. Participants use their EQUItokens to acquire a stake in a project(s).

DASHBOARD
EQUItoken holders will be able to access a personalised dashboard that will provide 
details of EQUItoken reserves and invested projects.

Platform Overview

INVESTMENT RETURNS
Upon maturity of a project, returns are distributed in the relevant proportions as an Ether 
deposit into the EQUI wallet. Ether can be stored within the EQUI wallet, transferred out, 
or used for further investments within the EQUI platform.

PLATFORM REWARDS - EQUITOKEN LOYALTY PROGRAM
Each year the EQUItoken supply will increase by 5%. These tokens will be sent to the 
EQUI Capital treasury account. At the EQUI Capital team's discretion, these tokens can 
be distributed to users as a loyalty promotion program. Only those token holders who 
have invested in a project or hold EQUItokens in their EQUI Capital wallet are eligible to 
receive loyalty tokens.

REGULATION
We anticipate that the EQUI platform itself will be considered an Unregulated Collective 
Investment Scheme (UCIS) as per UK statutory regulation and FCA guidance, which is 
the opinion shared by our legal counsel. This means the scheme will be operated by an 
FCA authorised individual, which will give comfort to investors that their rights under the 
smart contracts to which they commit to investments are being managed correctly. 

However, we would like to emphasise that the issue of tokens theselves in the ICO is not 
a regulated activity in the UK, and the EQUItoken is not considered a security, which is 
again the opinion shared by our legal counsel. The token's utility is in providing a means 
of access to the future EQUI platform and does not directly or indirectly provide any 
return. The tokens may, of course, be traded and such trading remains an unregulated 
activity.

The EQUI platform and token acquisition process has been audited by an independent 
expert.
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Founders

DOUG BARROWMAN – Lead Founder

Doug is an experienced and successful businessman who has spent his entire 
career investing in and operating businesses. A Scotsman by origin, Doug graduated 
in business studies from Glasgow University in 1985. He then went on to qualify as a 
Chartered Accountant with Deloitte Haskins and Sells in 1988.

Age 22, his first venture was to open 3 paintball sites in Scotland. Awards followed, and his 
success resulted in international private equity group 3i recruiting him to their investment 
team. In 1992, he decided to branch out on his own again, setting up and developing 
a successful corporate finance practice which he exited in 1999 to concentrate on his 
private investment vehicle, Aston Ventures.

Over the next 10 years, Aston Ventures made 13 acquisitions of old economy businesses 
with a total turnover in excess of £400 million. In recent years Aston has focused on 
technology investments and in 2017 led the acquisition of former tech unicorn Ve 
Global. Since 2008, Doug has built the Knox Group of Companies and, as Founder 
and Chairman, he oversees a diverse and successful collection of companies whose 
business activities include private equity, property and wealth management. Knox 
employs over 350 staff across a number of international locations and has funds under 
management and administration approaching £3 billion.

EQUI is the brainchild of Doug’s embracement of Blockchain technology and a passion 
for what the cryptocurrency market can achieve. In 2017 Doug successfully launched 
the first large scale property development to be available for sale in Bitcoin. EQUI will be 
another first; offering venture capital opportunities backed by leading entrepreneurs to 
the crypto community.
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Founders

BARONESS MONE OF MAYFAIR, OBE – Co-Founder

Michelle is one of the UK’s most influential businesswomen and an award-winning 
entrepreneur. She is the appointed Start-Up Business Tsar to the UK Government and 
a leading advocate for female equality in the workplace.
 
Michelle came from an underprivileged background to found and manage Ultimo 
Brands International. Her lingerie empire spanned the globe and in 2000 she won the 
coveted title of World Young Business Achiever at the Epcot Centre in Florida. In the 
same year she also scooped Business Woman of the Year Award at the Corporate 
Elite Awards in London. In 2010 Michelle received an OBE from Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II for her outstanding contribution to business, and she was further honoured 
in 2015 with a Life Peerage to the House of Lords by the UK’s Prime Minister.
 
Having built Ultimo into a global success Michelle decided the time was right to exit 
the business and in 2014 sold to MAS Holdings. She has a number of other business 
interests including both jewellery and interior design, global speaking, and mentorship 
programs. Over the past few years she has invested in technology businesses and 
pursued interests in the cryptocurrency market. In late 2017 she was pivotal in the 
launch of a $250 million development of two residential towers and a retail complex in 
Dubai to the cryptocurrency community. 
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LUKE WEBSTER – Investment Director 

Luke is a qualified UK lawyer. He trained at Nabarro LLP before 
moving to City based stockbroker Oriel Securities followed by 
a period at the London Stock Exchange as a senior regulator 
in charge of the AIM market. Luke has extensive experience 
of working for funds and family offices in Europe, Asia and the 
Middle East. His experience spans M&A, legal, fundraising, 
IPOs, start-ups, direct investment, corporate governance and 
project management.
 

ANDREW BARROWMAN – Investment Manager

Andrew is a Chartered Accountant who qualified with PwC, 
specialising in banking and finance. He previously completed 
a Masters in Chemistry at Oxford University. Andrew joined 
the Aston Developments team in 2016 and was involved in 
the completion deal for Aston Plaza and Residences, which in 
2017 was the first property development in the world to offer 
purchases in Bitcoin.

Investment Team

TIM EVE – Investment Director

Tim qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 1996. His early 
career focused on advising owner managed businesses and 
he successfully led a number of high profile acquisitions and 
disposals. In 2001 Tim joined the venture capital company 
Aston Ventures as a Partner. Over the intervening years 
Tim has been heavily involved in sourcing, completing and 
managing investment opportunities.

MARK LYONS – Investment Director

Having gained a Chartered Accountancy qualification at PwC, 
Mark spent time in a corporate finance advisory practice 
advising entrepreneurs and business owners. In 2007 he 
joined the venture capital company Aston Ventures and over 
the years has been actively involved in acquisitions, disposals, 
fundraises and working alongside innovative, growing 
companies.
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Project Team

ANDREI KARPUSHONAK – Head of Development

Andrei is a software engineer with extensive experience at 
international corporations such as Motorola, BetVictor and 
Coral. He is a specialist in software architecture and design and 
builds robust and scalable solutions for a variety of concepts 
with a particular focus on blockchain related technology. He is a 
champion of the crypto community, organising CryptoMarbella 
Meetup bringing together the Southern Spain community.

NERYS ROBERTS – Marketing Director

Nerys is a Chartered Marketer and has spent 30 years 
marketing services, specialising in banking, insurance and 
finance. She has a Masters in Business Administration and a 
Diploma in Digital Marketing. Nerys joined the Knox group of 
companies as Group Marketing Director in 2013 and in 2017 
she was involved in the launch of Aston Plaza and Residences, 
which was the first off plan property development available to 
purchase online in Bitcoin. 

NICHOLAS GRAHAM – Head of Customer Services

Nicholas has been working in the financial tech arena for 
nearly 20 years providing support for stakeholders worldwide 
including Santander, Barclays, Jupiter Asset Management, 
Legal & General and Virgin Money. Growing from a global 
trouble shooter at Standard & Poor’s; to software test manager; 
to running a client operations division for IRESS UK. Nicholas 
has strengths in developing a seamless user experience and 
building a culture geared towards customer success.

SIM SINGH-LANDA – Project Manager

Sim has worked in the financial services industry for over 16 
years with experience spanning banking, real estate, finance, 
investments, pensions and funds. Sim’s responsibilities at 
EQUI include undertaking financial and qualitative appraisals, 
marketing, due diligence, project management and client 
relationship management.
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Project Team
ANTHONY PAGE – Trustee

Anthony is the Managing Director of Knox House Trust, a 
leading corporate services and trust company. Anthony 
has played a key role in the growth and development of the 
company since inception with a particular focus on the private 
client and family office divisions. He is on the Board of Trustees 
of CasinoCoin, an open source, peer to peer cryptocurrency 
that has been specifically designed for the regulated online 
gaming industry.

Advisory Team – Entrepreneurs

DUNCAN MACINNES

Duncan started out at an early age founding his first business 
at the age of 14 and exiting in his early twenties. A true 
entrepreneur at heart, Duncan has always been interested 
in technology from a young age and it is no surprise that 
most of his investments and exposure is in the technology 
sector. He has been an early stage backer of some of the 
greatest technology success stories including Facebook and 
Deliveroo. In 2004 he founded one of the largest financial 
arbitrage companies and still continues to provide direction 
and innovation to that company. His 465 Investment vehicle 
now has 53 companies in its portfolio with a heavy weighting to 
technology, but also covering the property, financial services, 
restaurant and crypto spaces.

MORTEN TONNESEN

Morten is CEO of advertising and marketing technology giant 
Ve Global which works with over 10,000 corporate clients 
and has 18 offices across the world. Prior to Ve, Morten was 
Marketing Director of the leading online gaming company 
Pokerstars where he was instrumental in growing global 
revenues and leading communication, data and investor 
relations. Morten has extensive commercial experience with a 
technology bias and holds a Masters Degree in Business from 
Copenhagen Business School.

MARK PEARSON

Mark is an award winning digital entrepreneur having achieved 
multiple successful exits over the last decade. Establishing Fuel 
Ventures in early 2015 - an early-stage technology investment 
fund focusing on high growth businesses. Along with the fund 
and his personal investments, Mark has 18 companies in his 
portfolio including fast growth Paddle a platform for software 
companies that was recently named the UK’s #1 fastest 
growing software company by Deloitte and Moteefe which was 
awarded best Angel - VC scale up Investment at the UKBAA 
awards. Prior to Fuel Ventures, Mark built a European discount 
network, Markco Media from a back-bedroom business to 
a multi-million-pound company which sold in 2014 for £55 
million, making it one of the largest UK exits that year.
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DUNCAN CAMERON

Duncan was an early crypto adopter, purchasing his first 
Bitcoin in 2011 and has worked on solutions that integrates with 
the popular Blockchain API. Since then, Duncan has worked 
on various crypto projects to support the global adoption of 
the technology. More recently, Duncan is the founder of the 
CasinoCoin foundation which has brought the cryptocurrency 
CasinoCoin to the regulated online gambling industry.

Advisory Team – Crypto

JONAS KARLBERG 

Jonas is a co-founder of the Nordic Blockchain Association, 
and the founder of AmaZix, the world’s leading community 
management and engagement firm. AmaZix has been 
instumental in major successful token sales such as Bancor, 
Stox, BANKEX and Sharpe Capital. Jonas has more than 20 
years of commercial experience working with some of the 
world’s largest brands, and now leads a global team of 70 
people as CEO of AmaZix.

 
JOHN CALDWELL

In 2004 John became CEO and Editor-In-Chief of PokerNews.
com and over the next five years he helped grow the company 
from a three person operation to over 70 personnel. John then 
took up a position as a Director at PokerStars.com, serving 
on both the executive and marketing leadership teams. John 
is currently a partner at Narus Advisors, a boutique gaming 
consultancy advising on new technologies and regulatory 
matters relating to the gaming industry. He is a staunch 
advocate of Blockchain and is involved in ventures built around 
the utilisation or promotion of cryptocurrency.
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OVERVIEW
EQUI aims to promote and represent diverse entrepreneurs and investments from 
across the world who need a gateway to funding and exposure. Our platform will 
promote a mixture of business sectors with a leaning towards technology, whether that 
be e-commerce, fintech, data, SaaS or biotechnology. As a blockchain based platform 
we are particularly interested in helping blockchain grow through support of burgeoning 
new applications.
 
EQUI will work with businesses of all sizes with differing aims and objectives. Providing 
a combination of traditional and alternative equity investment will enable our EQUItoken 
community to diversify their portfolios with a blend of projects.
 
The core investment model will be to take equity or loan positions in innovative 
businesses that can demonstrate vision and scalability. These businesses may require 
not only capital but also expertise to steer the venture to optimisation and fulfil their true 
potential. Projects will vary in size and estimated maturity timeframes.
 
Every opportunity is evaluated on its individual merits and those showcased will 
encompass specific attributes. The focus will be on early stage ventures, where the 
business offers a significant market opportunity, with the potential to revolutionise the 
relevant sector or services in which it competes. A strong and driven management team 
is fundamental in achieving success with any viable product or service. A scalable and 
sustainable business model with global potential will provide the scope for growth and 
returns.

Each investment opportunity will go through an extensive validation process before it is 
placed on the EQUI platform for investment selection by EQUItoken holders. The extent 
of EQUI’s input continues post-investment, adopting an active asset management role 
to successfully steer the portfolio towards exit.

Project Investment Process

Clear business model with 
revenue generation in mind

Strong, dedicated management
team with sector relevant

experience

Minimum viable product in place

Globally scalable business model

Initial team in place

Quantifiable Business Valuation

Vision

Experience

Product

Scalability

Resources

Valuation
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IDENTIFICATION
EQUI’s professional and experienced team of investment and financial specialists 
deliver unprecedented access to an extensive pipeline of niche investment 
opportunities. Through our expertise we can identify entrepreneurs who have the 
ideas, drive and determination to build successful companies.

EVALUATION & DUE DILIGENCE
All proposed investments follow a strict due diligence process to evaluate and validate 
the investment selection. Any material disclosures from the due diligence process 
will be provided within the Platform. EQUI’s team, in conjunction with appointed 
external experts, will carry out due diligence that will cover a broad range of financial, 
commercial and legal areas.

TRANSACT
Once the investment is funded by the EQUI participants, the EQUI team will work 
with legal representatives to project manage the transaction through to completion. 
Should the minimum funding requirement not be met, EQUItokens will be returned to 
investors.

Project Investment Process

ONGOING SUPPORT
Great entrepreneurs can build great companies when they have access to funding, 
resources and the right support mechanisms in place. EQUI takes an active approach 
with our portfolio companies, working in partnership with management teams providing 
the foundations, infrastructure and mentorship to assist in the development and evolution 
of the business, with the ultimate ambition of achieving stakeholder returns. EQUI will 
assign an adviser to take up an active role within every investee company. This will act 
as the conduit between the project and EQUI, providing mentorship, advice, support and 
access to specialised resources available through the EQUI network.

EXIT
The EQUI team will analyse market conditions and the evolution of the business to 
achieve the optimum exit position for all stakeholders.

Access to extensive 
network often 
providing exclusive 
deal flow of 
opportunities

Source

Rigorous due 
diligence to include 
sector, technology, 
management team
& financials

Evaluate

Complete investment 
process and ensure 
legal documents are 
implemented

Transact

Work with 
management and 
provide resources 
and support to enable 
implementation of 
business plan

Support & Grow

Lead liquidity event, 
creating value for all 
stakeholders

Exit



Roadmap

○  Whitepaper preparation
○  ICO preparation
○  Team formation
○  Terms & conditions

○  Regulatory & compliance 
 set up
○  Platform development 
 preparation
○  Platform mock-ups
○  Website design

○  Platform development started
○  Back office system
○  User registration set up
○  EQUItoken code completed
○  EQUItoken loyalty program
○  EQUIwallet creation

○  Platform development
○  Back office system
○  Front end platform 
 functionality
○  ICO website beta testing 
 started
○  ICO smart contract
○  Security audit

○  Security audit (2)
○  ICO announcement
○  Promotional activities

○  Platform beta – launched for    
 testing
○  Platform launch
○  Investment projects added to   
 platform

○  Integrate new crypto deposit methods
○  Integrate fiat deposits
○  Integrate PSD2 protocol to link EQUI platform with 
 bank accounts
○  Start exchange discussions

○  Native platform application for   
 android and iOS
○  Potential integration with crypto   
 exchanges
○  Secondary market project    
 exchange

○  Pre ICO (1 – 15 Mar)
○  ICO starts (15 Mar)
○  ICO closes (12 Apr)
○  EQUItoken distribution (17 Apr)
○  User registration
○  Deposit/withdrawal of funds

SEPTEMBER 2017

OCTOBER 2017 DECEMBER 2017 MARCH–APRIL 2018

FUTURE PLANS Q3 2018NOVEMBER 2017 JANUARY–FEBRUARY 2018
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WHAT IS EQUI?
EQUI is the fusion of a new cryptocurrency with a revolutionary investment platform built 
on blockchain technology.
 
WHAT ARE EQUITOKENS?
EQUItokens are our new ERC20 tokens that will allow access to the EQUI platform and 
the ability to invest in EQUI projects.

IS EQUI CONSIDERED A SECURITY?
We have approached this question from a UK regulatory perspective, which is the 
jurisdiction the future EQUI platform will be subject to. Our opinion, supported by legal 
counsel, is the token itself does not constitute a security under UK financial services 
regulations. The token's utility is in providing access to the future EQUI platform and 
does not directly or indirectly provide any return. It is merely a Blockchain facilitator to 
gain subsequent access to the EQUI platform.

Please note that each jurisdiction will have its own view on this definitiion, and the SEC 
in the US, for example, has taken a much stricter view (through the Howey Test) on 
the issuing of cryptocurrencies. For that reason, EQUI will not sell tokens to persons 
resident or domiciled in the USA or other jurisdictions in which EQUI sees a risk that the 
EQUItoken would be classified as a security.

IS THE EQUITOKEN SEPARATE FROM THE EQUI PLATFORM?
The EQUItoken is a blockchain facilitator which allows token holders to move their tokens 
on to the future EQUI investment platform. 

HOW DO I USE EQUITOKENS?
EQUItokens give you the opportunity to invest into projects showcased on the EQUI 
platform, and receive a proportion of any profit. You may also simply hold the token for 
long term value or use it to trade.

HOW DO I BUY EQUITOKENS?
EQUItokens will be available from our website during our presale and ICO. Once the ICO 
has completed then EQUItokens will be available to purchase on selected exchanges.
 
ARE THERE ANY TRANSACTION FEES FOR BUYING EQUITOKENS OR INVESTING 
IN EQUI PROJECTS?
There are no fees payable to buy EQUItokens on the EQUI platform or for investing in 
EQUI projects.

HOW DO I INVEST IN PROJECTS?
As a token holder, you will be provided access to the EQUI platform, once it’s completed, 
and here you will be able to use your EQUItokens to buy a ‘stake’ in the projects that 
interest you.

WHAT IS THE EQUITOKEN LOYALTY PROGRAM?
The EQUItoken loyalty program is a means by which the EQUI Capital team encourages 
investors and token holders to continue participating actively on the platform. Only token 
holders who have invested in an active project on the platform, or who have EQUItokens 
uninvested on the EQUI platform, will be eligible for the EQUItoken loyalty program. The 
loyalty program is funded by a 5% annual increase in the token supply.
 
HOW WILL MY INVESTMENT BE RETURNED?
Any profit from EQUI projects is returned to the investors via a deposit of Ether to their 
EQUI wallet. The size and timing of the returns is dependent on the particular project and 
will be detailed in each project brief. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS IF MY CHOSEN PROJECT FAILS TO REACH THE REQUIRED 
INVESTMENT AMOUNT?
Each project will have a set minimum investment target relevant to the project 
requirements. In the eventuality that a project has not reached the minimum required 

Frequently Asked Questions
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level by the investment closing date then the project will be marked as incomplete and 
all invested EQUItokens will be returned to the relevant investors' EQUI Wallets.

WHY DO INVESTORS NOT BENEFIT FROM ANY ENHANCEMENT IN THE TOKEN 
PRICE?
When EQUItoken holders move their tokens onto our Platform to invest in projects, at the 
point of investment they are selling their token in return for a smart contract. This contract 
will provide investors future participation in the 75% return at the point of realisation of 
the investment. They have swapped an independently valued token on the exchanges in 
return for a smart contract on our Platform.
 
WHAT HAPPENS IF THE COMPANY THAT I HAVE INVESTED IN FAILS TO MAKE ANY 
PROFIT?
Investing in early stage businesses involves risks including illiquidity, lack of dividends, 
loss of investment and dilution. Investors should, therefore, implement a diversification 
strategy when building a portfolio on the EQUI platform. Diversification across multiple 
projects will spread risk and reduce the impact of adverse market conditions.

CAN I WITHDRAW FROM AN INVESTMENT PROJECT ONCE I COMMIT MY 
EQUITOKENS?
Due to the nature of investments, once tokens are committed to projects they become 
illiquid until a liquidity event is achieved. Please refer to the projected timeline schedule 
of each project before making an investment to ensure you are fully aware of the 
anticipated timescales.
 
IS THE EQUI PLATFORM SECURE?
EQUI is completely secure and your information is held confidentially. We use a standard 
ERC20 token on the Ethereum network which uses military grade cryptography to 
address security concerns.

Frequently Asked Questions
HOW WILL I RECEIVE UPDATES ON MY EQUITOKENS AND INVESTMENTS?
Updates and relevant news will be regularly posted to the EQUI social media channels. 
Personal communications regarding your holdings will be sent securely to your 
nominated email address.
 
HOW WILL I RECEIVE UPDATES ON NEW INVESTMENT PROJECTS?
General news bulletins will be posted to the website www.equi.capital and social media 
channels. Personal communications specific to your investment profile will be sent to 
your nominated email address.
 
DO GEOGRAPHICAL RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO THE ICO?
Citizens of the United States of America, South Korea, China, Canada and Singapore are 
unable to invest in this ICO.

WHO CAN BUY EQUITOKENS?
Purchasers must fall in to one of the categories of High Net Worth Individuals, 
Sophisticated Investors or High Net Worth Companies as defined in the Financial 
Services and Markets Act 2000 (Financial Promotion) Order. In addition, purchasers 
must not reside or be domiciled in the United States of America, South Korea, China, 
Canada or Singapore.

WHAT PERSONAL INFORMATION IS REQUIRED FOR SIGN UP?
To register your participation in the ICO, and to use the EQUI platform, you will be required 
to provide your full name and address and may be asked to submit scanned copies of 
proof of identity. This will be managed as  part of our online validation process, which we 
will provide assistance for.
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PRELIMINARY
This Whitepaper outlines the current EQUI proposition and plans. EQUI Capital will 
always have the right and discretion to change plans at any time based on factors which 
may be within or outside the scope of EQUI Capital’s control. Prospective EQUItoken 
holders must not construe the contents of this Whitepaper or any prior or subsequent 
communications relating to this Whitepaper as investment, legal, accounting, regulatory, 
or tax advice. Prior to undertaking any financial commitment to buy EQUI tokens, the 
prospective EQUItoken holder should seek independent advice, which is given in the 
knowledge of their particular circumstances.

This document does not constitute a prospectus, an offer or an invitation to subscribe 
for securities or a recommendation in relation to securities. EQUI Capital does not 
believe that EQUItokens are securities but are a means of exchange which can be 
used in one of the ways outlined in this Whitepaper. Although that view is believed to 
be correct in relation to many jurisdictions, there are other jurisdictions in the world in 
which EQUItokens might be construed as being securities and in which the offer for 
sale of EQUItokens could be regarded as a regulated or prohibited activity. EQUI Capital 
can take no responsibility nor accept any liability to prospective EQUItoken holder in 
these circumstances. It is the responsibility of the prospective EQUItoken holder to be 
satisfied that the purchase of EQUItokens does not contravene any legal requirement 
or prohibition within their own jurisdiction. EQUItokens will not be sold to purchasers in 
certain jurisdictions in which EQUI Capital believes that the sale of EQUItokens would 
contravene the law in such jurisdiction. 

Such refusal to sell does not constitute an admission that EQUI Capital is engaging 
in any unlawful or illegal activity. EQUItokens that are dedicated to the platform for 
investment in projects, may not be sold or traded. To be sold or traded, they will not be on 
the platform. The arrangements under which investments will be made or managed will, 
it is anticipated, be an unregulated collective investment scheme that will be established 
and operated by an authorised person pursuant to the UK Financial Services and Market 
Act 2000 and subordinate legislation. Tokens dedicated to a particular project will be 

Risk Warning

sold to raise fiat currency for investment in that project. The purchase of EQUItokens 
will not entitle the purchaser to any interest in EQUI Capital, or any investment vehicle, 
whether by way of shares or other securities, nor any right to influence the management 
of EQUI Capital, or any investment vehicle, whether by way of the exercise of voting rights 
or in any other way.  

RISK FACTORS
Blockchain or distributed ledger technology is emerging technology with substantial 
potential but very little track record. Cryptocurrency, into which category EQUItokens 
fall, has been highly volatile. Ownership of Cryptocurrency and its deposit in a wallet 
enjoys no form of guarantee or compensatory process. In the event of high volatility, 
technological breakdown or breach of security you are at risk of losing the entirety of 
your EQUItoken purchase. No purchaser of EQUItokens no matter how they are used 
within EQUI Capital should make a financial commitment in purchasing tokens which 
they cannot afford to lose.

The types of project into which EQUI Capital will invest are, by their nature, also high risk. 
Such risk is likely to be compounded if the projects themselves are reliant on or engaged 
in distributed ledger technology and/or Cryptocurrency. EQUI Capital will always maintain 
monitoring rights over projects into which it invests and will seek to ensure that such 
projects are managed in good faith. However, EQUI Capital will not be directly involved 
in the management of any such projects and cannot guarantee that the management 
team of any individual project will not abuse their position of trust to the detriment of 
EQUI Capital or manifest weaknesses in their own abilities which damage the viability of 
the project and, by extension, EQUI Capital’s stake in it. The types of project into which 
EQUI Capital may invest are likely to be cutting edge projects involving investment into 
markets and technology which is not tried and tested, and which success may go to the 
business which is first to market. There is obviously no guarantee that in such a case 
which competing business will be first to market. There is obviously no guarantee that in 
such a case which competing business will be first to market.
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Participants should also be aware of the risks that:
i) Insufficient funds are raised in the ICO to develop the platform to the standard outlined           
in this Whitepaper;
ii) there are no buyers of EQUItokens in the secondary market to facilitate the conversion 
of funds into fiat for onward investment in companies;
iii) in the event that EQUI ceases to trade or enters administration it is unclear whether 
EQUItokens would have any residual value;
iv) exchanges may choose not to list in EQUItokens.

RISK APPETITE
For regulatory reasons and to help ensure that tokens are bought by people for whom 
they are the right type of purchase and, potential investment, people who are high net 
worth individuals or sophisticated investors will be the categories allowed to purchase.  

Citizens of the United States of America, South Korea, China, Canada and Singapore are 
unable to invest in this ICO.

FCA (UK FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY) GUIDANCE
The latest FCA Guidance on ICOs can be found at https://www.fca.org.uk/news/
statements/initial-coin-offerings. 

The main highlighted risks are as follows:
Unregulated space: Most ICOs are not regulated by the FCA and many are based 
overseas.
No investor protection: You are extremely unlikely to have access to UK regulatory 
protections like the Financial Services Compensation Scheme or the Financial 
Ombudsman Service.
Price volatility: Like cryptocurrencies in general, the value of a token may be extremely 
volatile - vulnerable to dramatic changes.
Potential for fraud: Some issuers might not have the intention to use the funds raised in 
the way set out when the project was marketed.

Inadequate documentation: Instead of a regulated prospectus, ICOs usually only 
provide a "Whitepaper". An ICO Whitepaper might be unbalanced, incomplete or 
misleading. A sophisticated technical understanding is needed to fully understand the 
tokens' characteristics and risks.
Early stage projects: Typically ICO projects are in a very early stage of development and 
their business models are experimental. There is a good chance of losing your whole 
stake.

We have mitigated these risks by complying with UK regulation and received legal advice 
to this effect. Some of these risks such as price volatility are inherent to all ICOs. Our aim 
is to be as transparent as possible to give token purchasers all relevant information.
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You can reach out to the EQUI team through the following communication channels:

support@equi.capital

@equi_capital

@equi.capital

equicapital

@equi-capital
 
To receive regular updates please like and follow our channels.
For further information please join us at www.equi.capital

Contact Us



         



Telegram-Plane

Medium-m


http://equi.capital
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BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY
A blockchain is a digital ledger of transactions or records. These ‘blocks’ of data are 
managed across an endless number of public computers (known as peers) that are 
connected to the network and store up to date versions of the blockchain.
 
A block is the ‘current’ part of a blockchain, which records some, or all, of the recent 
transactions. Once completed, a block goes into the blockchain as a permanent 
database. Each time a new record is completed, a new block is generated. There is a 
countless number of such blocks in the blockchain. The blocks are not randomly placed, 
but are linked to each other, like a chain, in proper linear, chronological order with every 
block containing a record of the previous block.

The database is ever growing; expanding in tandem with the amount of transactions 
made on the network. The decentralized nature of blockchain technology ensures that 
transactions are immutable and thus immune to change, offering full transparency for 
each and every transaction. Add to that the traits of increased security, higher efficiency, 
resistance to error and reduced transaction costs, it leaves no doubt as to why many are 
excited about blockchain’s possible future uses. The utility of blockchain technology is 
endless, with an ever-growing list of companies, industries and governments looking to 
further explore its potential.
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CRYPTO CURRENCY & COINS
A major component in the rise of blockchain has been ‘Cryptocurrency’, otherwise known 
as ‘virtual currency’ or ‘digital money’.

As the names suggest, this is not ‘money’ in the sense that there are no physical 
attributes to be held - no coins, notes, gold or diamonds. The virtual currency exists 
solely in digital form within a decentralised network.

There is much more to understand about crypto currencies, but the basic fact is that 
this digital process offers advantages over the traditional centralised transaction model. 
Specifically, there is no middle man, bank or government involved in controlling and 
governing the currency, and its value is unaffected by political or economic market 
conditions. Cryptocurrencies are also:

• Irreversible – Once a transaction has been verified and added to the blockchain it 
cannot be reversed, altered or deleted.
•  Anonymous – Whilst all transactions are transparent within the blockchain, allowing 
for anyone to view, this is limited to the public address, without the disclosure of any 
personal information.
• Cost Efficient – Completing transactions across the blockchain comes with a much 
lower cost than transactions through traditional banks or financial institutions, where 
fees are controlled and set arbitrarily based on who you are or where you are based. 
Transaction fees on blockchain do not differ based on the country you are sending 
money from or to.
• Secure – As the blocks in the chain record transactions with timestamps, leaving a 
transparent digital footprint, it creates a record that cannot be amended, tampered with 
or manipulated.
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PERIOD DOLLAR CHANGE PERCENT CHANGE

Today -$448.59 -5.18%

Last 7 days -$3,102.98 -27.44%

Last 30 days -$6,867.38 -45.56%

Last 6 months +$5,355.09 +187.86%

Last 1 year +$7,190.33 +708.13%

Last 2 years +$7,831.23 +2,091.17%

Last 5 years +$8,185.02 +39,541.16%

Historical Bitcoin Prices in USD
The Price ($9,667.18) as at 01 February 2018

Bitcoin has become the public face of Blockchain and virtual currencies. Created in 
2009, it is widely recognised as the first decentralised digital currency. Over 100,000 
businesses now accept Bitcoin as payment for goods and services.



44
Transforming Venture Capital \ Whitepaper

 
Bitcoin has grown as a tradable digital asset and is now being compared to physical 
commodities such as gold. Recent research has shown that there are over six million 
people with Bitcoin currency in their digital wallets.
 
The debates on whether Bitcoin can be recognised as a true currency next to paper or 
‘fiat’ currencies such as the Pound, the Dollar or the Yen continues to rage through the 
business and banking markets, but buying Bitcoin in 2009 and retaining it has made a 
number of innovative investors returns of over 64,000%.
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Other virtual currencies have followed Bitcoin. Some are designed to help continue to 
build the blockchain philosophies and security, such as Ethereum, whilst others have 
been designed to provide individual financing known as altcoins.
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There are currently over 1,500 cryptocurrencies available, with Bitcoin and Ethereum 
taking the largest share of the market.
 
We are now seeing a number of large financial institutions, who had previously steered 
away from blockchains and cryptocurrencies, publicly announcing their plans to invest 
in building their own blockchains, or their plans to participate in blockchain research and 
make digital alliances. This movement is furthered by major corporates who are adopting 
the technology in to their practices.

Bitcoin
Ethereum
Ripple 
Bitcoin Cash
Cardano
NEO
Litecoin
Stellar
Other

37.89%
22.64%

7.77%
5.08%
2.17%
1.83%
1.76%
1.69%

19.16%
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DIGITAL INVESTMENT & FUNDING
The rise of Bitcoin as a tradable asset has opened up a doorway for investment and 
funding for new start-ups and established companies looking to expand and grow.
 
Traditional fund raising has been in the form of the Initial Public Offering (IPO), where a 
private company will offer shares to the public to increase financing and the public worth 
of the company. The return for the investor would be regular dividend payments or the 
resale of the shares at a profit.
 
In recent years, we have seen the rise of the Initial Coin Offering (ICO) where a private 
company will create a unique cryptocurrency (altcoin) tethered to their service, or a 
new blockchain-related venture, and offer their coin for sale to the public. The return for 
the investor will be the value of the altcoin as the business grows successfully, due to 
demand cultivated from the limited supply originally created and initial investors seeking 
to crystalise a gain.  There are a number of online trading services for altcoins and an 
increasing amount of professional cryptocurrency brokers and traders.
 
The funding generated by ICOs has grown to an amount which makes it, not only a 
challenger to the traditional IPO process, but a possible successor. In 2017, the amount 
raised through ICOs is in excess of $3.7 billion, exceeding IPOs by over 3 times.  A rising 
number of new start-ups are seeing blockchain and ICOs as the best way to raise high 
volume funding efficiently.
 
Looking at ICO investments for 2017 alone, the largest proportion of funds were allocated 
to support the blockchain infrastructure growth. Other sectors that could benefit from the 
advances in blockchain technology are ripe for innovation and investment.

Conventional Equity Funding To Blockchain Firms 
Vs. ICO Funding

Global, Millions ($), Q1 2016–Q3 2017

Q1 2016

$179

Equity funding ICO funding

$12

$161

$21

$122

$21
$83

$39

$130

$38

Q2 2016 Q3 2016 Q4 2016 Q1 2017 Q2 2017 Q3 2017

$248

$757

$259

$1,327
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